
ROCHDALE BOROUGH COUNCIL

TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE CHAIR’S REPORT TO THE COUNCIL

REPORT OF THE MIDDLETON TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE TO THE 
MEETING OF THE COUNCIL ON WEDNESDAY 11TH OCTOBER 2017

Thank you Mr Mayor for the opportunity to report to the Council the latest 
developments on various matters relating to the Middleton Township.

We have held the following Township Committees, sub-committees and 
working parties in the last cycle:

1. Township Committee

Middleton Township Committee Meeting took place twice during this quarter; on 
Thursday 3rd August 2017, and again on Thursday 28th September 2017.  

At the August meeting Members received two questions; 
 Durnford Street environmental issues including signage and street cleaning
 Crime and disorder in South Ward 

Members approved the minutes of the previous Middleton Township Committee 
and considered objections to a proposed TRO on Manchester Old Road, which 
resulted in the item being refused.  

Members were updated on the Budget for 2018/19 to 2020/21 including guidelines, 
timetable and public engagement, for consultative purposes and discussed the 
Planning Panels.  

Due to the timing of this report deadline, the 28th September meeting had not yet 
taken place, but the following items were expected;  

Members approved the minutes of the previous Middleton Township Committee.  

Members received the following reports; 
 Disposal of Surplus Land
 Revenue Budget Update 2018/19 to 2020/21 and Savings Programme 

2018/19 to 2019/20.  
 Discretionary Fees and charges 2018/19
 Capital Programme 2018/19 to 2020/21 
 Future CPO Programme.  

2. Township Sub-Committees and Working Parties
The cycle of sub-committees which took place in this quarter, and some of the 
issues raised are detailed below:

Regeneration
The Middleton Regeneration Group, met twice during this quarter discussed a 
number of issues such as improvements to the Middleton Triangle Public Realm, 
THI Update, Warwick Mill and Tonge Hall.



Middleton Environment & Culture Forum
The Middleton Environment and Culture Forum meeting took place twice during this 
quarter.  On Tuesday 18th July 2017 discussions took place regarding the 
appointment of the new Public Realm Inspectors in Middleton; Middleton in Bloom; 
an update from Rochdale Football Club and Members received updates from local 
groups and organisations.  

At the meeting on Wednesday 30th August 2017 Members discussed the new to 
post Town Centre Enforcement Wardens, received an update from Ambition for 
Ageing and received updates from local groups and organisations.  

Devolved Funding and Services
The Middleton Devolved Funding & Services sub-committee has not met during this 
quarter.  

PACT Meetings (Police and Community Together) held this quarter;
East – Thursday 17th August 2017
South –  Monday 7th August 2017
West – Wednesday 26th July 2017
North – Monday 14th August 2017 
Hopwood Hall – Thursday 27th July 2017  

Events
Middleton In Bloom 

Middleton Members were very pleased to support the ‘Middleton In Bloom’ for the 
first time this year, a lot of excellent work was done and continues to take place, 
due to the continued work of the Youth service, Middleton Parish Clubs and 
Beavers, Volunteers, officers from RBC Environmental Management.    

Regular litter picks are organised to take place most weekends, with many regular 
volunteers attending to help out, including local Councillors.    

The judges decisions are expected in October 2017 and Middleton Members are 
eagerly awaiting the outcome.  Special thanks must go to the volunteers for all their 
tireless work done over the last 6 months, and my fingers are crossed that 
Middleton receives the award it is due.  



   

Middfest 
Middfest 2017 took place on Sunday 23rd July, and was opened by the Mayor 
Councillor Ian Duckworth.  The event celebrated its 25th anniversary, and did not 
fail to disappoint and was the best attended event in recent years, with around 
2,500 people visiting the event throughout the day.  

The crowd were treated to two fantastic shows from The Stannage International 
Motorbike Stunt Team, who wowed the crowds with their death defying stunts.  

As always a special thanks must go to the Middleton Roundtable, who continue to 
work tirelessly to put together a brilliant day for the all the family.  

   
Golden Cluster Month
Middleton has always taken part in the fantastic Golden Cluster month, and 
continues to have many of our beautiful historic local buildings opened to the 
public.  I am very proud to see the month long event continue and grow as it is 
doing.  Many thanks must go to the hard work Christine Grime and other volunteers 
put in, in order to make this event happen.   



   

Armed Forces Flag Raising Ceremony 
On 22nd June I attended the Armed Forces Flag Raising ceremony at the Middleton 
Memorial Gardens where there was a gathering of RBL, members of the public and 
Father Philip blessed the flag.  

  
Good News Stories 

Jubilee Park – Green Flag Status 
Middleton’s historic Jubilee Park, which houses the magnificent Exedra, and 
Middleton Library, received a Green Flag this year, for the first time.  

I would like to take time to thank all the Friends of Jubilee Park and Environmental 
Management for the fantastic job they do in maintaining our Park.  

On a downside, and unfortunately, there has been quite a lot of vandalism recently 
with new trees being snapped and approximately 20 of the newly planted shrubs 
being stolen.  The person who stole the shrubs was identified and is being dealt 
with by GMP.  
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Middleton Triangle Public Realm & THI 
Works are nearing completion on the Middleton Public Realm, with only the railings 
at Jubilee Park outstanding.  This scheme has been absolutely brilliant, and has 
ensured that one of the main approaches into Middleton looks fantastic.  

The THI is now in its final extended year, and approval is being awaited from the 
Heritage Lottery for works to commence on the Long Street Methodist School 
building.  This is a significant part of the THI and will bring one of Middleton’s most 
outstanding buildings back into use.    

Exedra 
As part of the THI, a refurbishment project has been underway to ensure that the 
Exedra, designed and built by Edgar Wood in 1906 continues its magnificence for 
the next 111 years.  The main works were to stabilise and conserve the structure.  
The exedra was designed by Edgar Wood to frame the view of Middleton Parish 
Church Tower.  

Whilst the works were underway there were many different types of machinery 
used, including large cranes, and many people took an interest in the works.  

Middleton will formally unveil the Exedra refurbishment on Thursday 12th October, 
and I look forward to welcoming invited guests to the event.  

Middleton Fit, Read & Feed 
Junction Community Centre & Library 
I attended the launch of the Fit, Read & Feed event on 3rd August 2017, alongside 
other Councillors, at Junction Community Centre and Library to see first-hand the 
children having a good time reading and enjoying the various activities available 
before they were served lunch.  This was made possible from funding from 
Middleton East Ward.  

Langley Library 
Middleton West Ward Councillors also allocated funds to run the Langley Fit Read 
& Feed scheme, and again the feedback received has been excellent.  

Middleton Police, Community Safety & Members Briefing 
During this quarter Township Members also met twice with the Middleton Police 
Inspector and Sergeant.   

Highways Champion 
One meeting of the Highways Champion has taken place on 4th September 2017; 
the topics covered were bridges; structures; Balfour Beatty; updates on road 



patching programme and the 2016-2018 programme for Highways maintenance.  

Meetings Attended (other than Council/ Township)
In my capacity as Chair of Middleton Township I have attended the following; 

 THI Board Meeting – 6TH July 2017
 Friends of Jubilee Park –12th September 2017
 Middleton Town Team – 5th September 2017
 A visit to Brentwood Day Centre Open Event – 2nd September 2017
 Regular meetings also take place with Highways, Street Lighting and EM.  

Thank you Mr. Mayor, I will be pleased to answer any questions from Members of 
the Council about these or any other matter relating to the MiddletonTownship 
Committee.

Councillor June West 
Middleton Township Chair


